
May 7, 2012 

 A Special Meeting of the Council of the City of Manassas, 
Virginia was held at Haydon Elementary School in Manassas, 
Virginia on the above date with the following present: Mayor 
Harry J. Parrish II, Council Members Sheryl L. Bass, Andrew L. 
Harrover, Jonathan L. Way and Mark D. Wolfe; City Manager John 
A. Budesky, City Clerk Andrea P. Madden, Deputy City Clerk 
Antoinette M. Elgart, Administrative Associate Melody J. Hess, 
Community Development Director Elizabeth S. Via-Gossman, Public 
Works and Utilities Director Mike C. Moon, Deputy Public Works 
Director Gene Jennings, Utilities Service Manager Ana Davis, 
Fire and Rescue Chief Brett R. Bowman, Assistant Fire and Rescue 
Chief Wade House, Captain Carl Crawford, Lieutenant Steve Neely, 
Sergeant Eddie Rivera, Crime Prevention Specialist Adrienne 
Helms, Crime Analyst Terri Hines, Neighborhood Services Manager 
Kisha Wilson-Sogunro, Neighborhood Services Coordinator Christen 
Zenich, Housing Manager and Advocate Mickey Rhoades, Family 
Services Director Ronald L. King, Service Manager Melanie 
Trabosh, and Social Worker III Frankie Christopher. 
 
 Absent from the meeting were Council Member Marc T. Aveni 
and J. Steven Randolph. 
 
 Item 1 of the Agenda:  Open House with City Staff 
 
 Item 2 of the Agenda:  Call to Order 
 
 Mayor Parrish called for the Roll Call at 7:32 p.m. and led 
those present in the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag. 
 
 The City Clerk read the Notice of Special Meeting 
acknowledged by all Council Members stating that the Special 
Meeting was called for the following purposes: 
 1. As per the attached agenda dated May 7, 2012. 
 2. Other pertinent business for the operation of the 
City. 
 
 Item 3 of the Agenda:  Mayor’s Welcome 
 
 Mayor Parrish thanked everyone for attending the Town 
Hall Meeting, including City staff.  Mayor Parrish encouraged 
citizens to take advantage of the opportunity to speak with 
staff and discuss any questions or concerns they may have.  
Mayor Parrish recognized and thanked Principal Rebecca Stone 
for opening up the school to the City and being such a great 
host. 
 
 Council Members welcomed everyone and stated that they 
look forward to hearing from the citizens. 
 
 Item 4 of the Agenda:  City Manager’s Update 
 
 Mr. Budesky welcomed the crowd and commented on the 
dedicated staff members who serve the City on a daily basis.  
Mr. Budesky stated that staff is approachable and responds 
quickly to the needs and concerns of citizens.  Mr. Budesky 
thanked the citizens of Manassas for welcoming him into the 
community and stated that he is proud to serve as City 
Manager. 
 
 Mr. Budesky highlighted efforts by staff to address 
concerns regarding drainage, flooding, and graffiti.  Mr. 
Budesky encouraged citizens to continue reporting any concerns 
to the City, stating that the City often does not know a 
problem exists until citizens bring it to staff’s attention.   
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 Mr. Budesky commented that there are now pay-stations at 
the VRE Parking Garage; the City hopes that this will 
alleviate some of the parking issues for commuters. 
 
 Mr. Budesky stated that the Big Day of Serving in Bristoe 
Station was a great success and it was wonderful to see so 
many people come out and make a difference.  In addition to 
the residents, there were a number of community groups, 
businesses, and faith based organizations that joined in and 
worked all day to assist the neighborhood. 
 
 Mr. Budesky briefly commented on the Police’s 5K Run on 
May 5, the growing Farmers’ Market in Old Town, and invited 
the community to the May 12 Air Show at the Manassas Regional 
Airport. 

 
Item 5 of the Agenda: School Superintendent’s Update 

 
 Mr. Ken LaLonde, Human Resource Director for the MCPS, 
provided an update on the activities involving the many public 
schools.  There are some exciting changes set for Fall, 
including a reduction in class size ratio to 22:1 and the 
addition of staff at Mayfield and Osbourn High School.  The 
School Board continues their search for a Superintendent and 
hopes to have an announcement very soon.  Mr. LaLonde 
announced that graduation is scheduled for Monday, June 11 at 
Jiffy Lube Live for 7:00 p.m. 
 
 Item 6 of the Agenda:  Citizens’ Time 
 
 Laura Davis, a resident of the City of Manassas, thanked 
the City Council for their support and the wonderful weekend 
event in Bristoe Station, the Big Day of Serving.  Ms. Davis 
stated that there were so many people involved, from across 
the country, and she feels fortunate to live in such a great 
community that works so well together.  Ms. Davis commented 
that her neighbors came out of their houses and pitched in to 
help one another.  The residents of Bristoe Station hope to 
make progress on their own and keep the momentum from Saturday 
going. 
 
 Betty Malone, a resident of the City of Manassas, stated 
that she hopes the Sudley Sector Plan remains on the shelf.  
Ms. Malone discussed concerns regarding traffic, development, 
light synchronization, and the available parking spaces in Old 
Town.  Ms. Malone suggested that the School Board consider 
renting open office space in Old Town rather than spend $3 
million on a new building. 
 
 Doug Brown, a resident of the City of Manassas, stated 
that he is concerned about the treatment of Lori Perez.  Mr. 
Brown stated that he signed a petition for Ms. Perez to run 
for the School Board and was insulted, as a voter, that she 
was forced off the School Board ballot the day petitions were 
due.  Mr. Brown stated that Ms. Perez is a CPA and just what 
the School Board needs.  Mr. Brown stated that it was 
disgraceful the way that Ms. Perez was terminated from 
employment prior to the election. 
 
 Vanslyn Fuller, a resident of the City of Manassas, 
stated that her neighborhood benefitted greatly from the Big 
Day of Serving and she really appreciated the City’s support.  
Ms. Fuller stated that this was a community-building event and 
will have long-lasting benefits for the months and years to 
come. 
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Item 7 of the Agenda:  Open House with City Staff. 
 
Citizens and City staff engaged in casual and individual 

conversations after Citizens’ Time. 
 
 Motion was duly made, seconded and CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY to 
adjourn the meeting. 
 
 Mayor Parrish declared the meeting adjourned at 8:19 p.m. 
 
 
 
             
MAYOR  CITY CLERK 
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